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From

Siberia to Western Port

Shioreblrce gathar bogather at high Hde rocsts on sandy spits, rocky
shores or salttmarshws Em:rﬂ Pairk k ona of tham ost In pokant
shorebird rocsts around ern Port. Hera thay rast until the
wiater rcedas and thalr Teading grounds are axposac. Twke a day
thay Th outto tha muclats tofead during bow tida untl thay can't
it ancther crab or wams In. Than s backto tha high Hde roost b
d Hhisdr fiood, rast and her el -al In praparation for an
:g-fsatngpumqa:mntrng::u'ml ! i

Some migrabory shorebinds ke half of sach year In the northern
hemlsphens, wiwna thay breed, and the other half around ‘Westem
Port - creating @ never ending spring and summer! They fly up o
12,500 lom each wiay and soma m%ﬁ.ﬂmhmﬂ'ﬂt stopping -
ared s thery can slesp on thawing! One spedas, tha Doublke-
bareckid Plovwer, mubgrate s bo Mew Zealand to brssd dudng spring ared
ammmer and reburreto spend the wintsr In Wistarn Port.
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From

Siberia to Western Port

These are the desp channek, only cosiblk during low tida.
EITI'nn't T run here but fishing from: Jam Jernap beach can alwo
yhild moullet or whiting.

{Feas ramaTbarto ohosrve s catchil o and bag WTiE for ai hah apsch)

Edncs Thy In responsa to danger of o mowe bebwwen fesdng
ouncks to roosting shes. But thelr surdkval ls threatensd tiaun
nackieHies. Wt by waking stttineg oo doss or bringlrg dogs
reartha roost area wa prasent the shorebinds Trom landing and
resting.

o herabd s of
Wvatmrm hort ancl tir ey

e Ekiachi Fhing.
Shorebind high Hda rocst

The East Aslan sustralasian Flyway

SazcraEs supports alga, Inesds and cruskaoare that i tum fead
tha fish, birds and mr:nl.‘:ls.hm%rwz and suagraes are the
NUMEEr1os Whard T arinG reatres broaid and seak rfloge. Scentifc
sudies have docus eted the plants and animals that IWe hera and
howe thay dapsind Upon aach otharfor surdval. Tha Bird Ctesnsars
Club of AlELralla - Westam Port Survey ha racondad tha bind
around Western Port Tor mora than 30 years.

The land around Waestem Fort wias dralned and claned of natha
wegatation, leadngto soll and sedments ertering the bay The
muddy water blocked out the light smothering the seagrass,

reeenting growth and casing Hto da off. Mangrowes once

Iregect e shors s of W stem Port but thay wers grazed or cut for
buming. Snoe the seaqrass and margroves havs o dinsd, fish
shocks ared Bird numbsirs havs changed b caus s thalr food sourcs 15
kess abundartt. How many imes do you hear psopls raminlsdng
abeart & greak cabe b of whl Hing?

N

iz hops you wil help probact our bindswhis stll harvng aoess to 2
graat Tehing andwalking spot - Flacss obsens thia 200k g on this baach.
Dhog walking Zone - Dogs scare birds - pliaes walk
ugng?wmlnmn waking Ione.
Baad Fehing Zone - During high ‘you can Tish anys hara
dong the bexch exsptwithin the Shormbird Consersation Zone.
Shonablnd Conseration Zone - Fexe kave the Polnt for the
shorebinds during high tide wien the Inmaming thde reaches the

botbom of the = arker pale. oo re-anter whenthe outgoln
tde mmnpqs‘ttrnnpg'rkﬂ pnh’“jr :

Hundrads of peopk are tryfng to show theflow of solland sadiment
b plant regbrases alorg rivers and cresks tht flow Inbo Wistarn
Port. Oribwrs are bulkdng wetlands todrap ol flosing In straams
bsrfiors H gats ok bay. And sl odhers are grovwing seqraes ard
mangraeus bo hold the = ud sothawater | chear. Paoplafrom
Lardcare, Cocet Acon, kocal schools, Bind obesnsars dubis, fEhing
groups, local, stabe and feckiral gevemmans ars working to

L proesss thi Faatth of the bay. I you would liks to help or Joln 3
lizecal uug ks montact tha Bird Obsarvers Qub of Australa

Ph: Emz Informartio bl rdob saraa rs.or g sy

This progect A Eaan mansgad and rpperid
. F ]
ZESE G e g
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Helping today’s birds survive tomorrow
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St ockyard Poi nt Shorebird Project
Dear Resi dent or Ratepayer,

The Bird observers Cub of Australia in conjunction with the
Wrld WIidlife Fund is conducting a project along the Jam Jerrup
foreshore to Stockyard Point to help protect the shorebirds that
feed and roost in the area. W would like to tell you a bit
about the project and what we are trying to do and would wel cone
any di scussion or feedback from you.

The birds we are interested in, some of which mgrate between
Japan, China and Siberia each year choose the habitat at Jam
Jerrup for several reasons, nanely because the nud flats provide
good feeding grounds and the sandy spit at Stockyard Point
offers an isolated and sem -protected area to roost during high
tide (or non-feeding tine).

There have been over 35 different types of shorebirds and
wat erbi rds recorded at Stockyard Point during a long term study
of birds in Wstern Port undertaken seasonally since 1973.
Local birds using the area include Pied Oystercatchers, Pacific
@Qulls, Wite Ibis, Australian Pelicans and four species of
Terns. The migratory birds are |ess conspicuous and range in
size from the tiny Red-necked Stint which is not nuch bigger
than a sparrow to the Eastern Curlew which has a long curved
bill and is about donestic hen sized. They arrive around
Septenber after breeding in the northern hem sphere and spend
the sumers feeding around the edges of Wstern Port. They
build up their body weight and take off for their breeding
grounds again during late March and April. Wen this tine
approaches sonme of these birds can be seen changi ng col our (best
t hrough bi nocul ars or telescope), as they develop their breeding
pl umage.

W are particularly interested in assessing and (if necessary)
reducing the effects of disturbance to the birds that feed al ong
Jam Jerrup beach and rest during high tide at Stockyard Point.
It is critically inportant that the migratory birds reach their
opti mum body wei ght because of this incredibly |ong journey they
undertake each year. If they are underweight they may not nake
the entire journey north and therefore not breed for that
season.

During January and through to the Easter holidays we wll be
conducting observation work to determine any causes of
di sturbance to the birds. W are also talking with visitors to
the area to discover why they like to come to Jam Jerrup, what
they do when they are there and what information would be useful
to them about the natural val ues of the area.

The aim of this project is to design appropriate education and
information materials to mnimze the inpacts to shorebirds. We
intend to aim this project directly at people who already use
the area rather than encouraging increased visitation.

As local residents or holiday honme owners you may also be
interested in contributing to this project. Have you watched
the birds feeding along the beach, roosting or observed any
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di sturbance at Stockyard Point? If you would like to be
i nvol ved pl ease contact us.

Cont act Person : Moragh Mackay, By nmil : ‘Ri verbend’,
Bass Hwy, Bass 3991
Emai | nf m@nhex. net. au
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