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fishing
34 (70%)

other birds
4 (8%)

walking 
alone
1 (2%)

unknown
3 (6%)

dog 
walking
7 (14%)
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St ockyar d Poi nt  Shor ebi r d Pr oj ect  
 
Dear  Resi dent  or  Rat epayer ,  
 
The Bi r d Obser ver s Cl ub of  Aust r al i a i n conj unct i on wi t h t he 
Wor l d Wi l dl i f e Fund i s  conduct i ng a pr oj ect  al ong t he Jam Jer r up 
f or eshor e t o St ockyar d Poi nt  t o hel p pr ot ect  t he shor ebi r ds t hat  
f eed and r oost  i n t he ar ea.   We woul d l i ke t o t el l  you a bi t  
about  t he pr oj ect  and what  we ar e t r y i ng t o do and woul d wel come 
any di scussi on or  f eedback f r om you.  
 
The bi r ds we ar e i nt er est ed i n,  some of  whi ch mi gr at e bet ween 
Japan,  Chi na and Si ber i a each year  choose t he habi t at  at  Jam 
Jer r up f or  sever al  r easons,  namel y because t he mud f l at s pr ovi de 
good f eedi ng gr ounds and t he sandy spi t  at  St ockyar d Poi nt  
of f er s an i sol at ed and semi - pr ot ect ed ar ea t o r oost  dur i ng hi gh 
t i de ( or  non- f eedi ng t i me) .  
 
Ther e have been over  35 di f f er ent  t ypes of  shor ebi r ds and 
wat er bi r ds r ecor ded at  St ockyar d Poi nt  dur i ng a l ong t er m st udy 
of  bi r ds i n West er n Por t  under t aken seasonal l y  s i nce 1973.   
Local  bi r ds us i ng t he ar ea i nc l ude Pi ed Oyst er cat cher s,  Paci f i c 
Gul l s,  Whi t e I bi s ,  Aust r al i an Pel i cans and f our  speci es of  
Ter ns.   The mi gr at or y bi r ds ar e l ess conspi cuous and r ange i n 
si ze f r om t he t i ny Red- necked St i nt  whi ch i s not  much bi gger  
t han a spar r ow t o t he East er n Cur l ew whi ch has a l ong cur ved 
bi l l  and i s  about  domest i c hen s i zed.   They ar r i ve ar ound 
Sept ember  af t er  br eedi ng i n t he nor t her n hemi spher e and spend 
t he summer s f eedi ng ar ound t he edges of  West er n Por t .   They 
bui l d up t hei r  body wei ght  and t ake of f  f or  t hei r  br eedi ng 
gr ounds agai n dur i ng l at e Mar ch and Apr i l .   When t hi s  t i me 
appr oaches some of  t hese bi r ds can be seen changi ng col our  ( best  
t hr ough bi nocul ar s or  t el escope) ,  as t hey devel op t hei r  br eedi ng 
pl umage.  
 
We ar e par t i cul ar l y i nt er est ed i n assessi ng and ( i f  necessar y)  
r educi ng t he ef f ect s of  di st ur bance t o t he bi r ds t hat  f eed al ong 
Jam Jer r up beach and r est  dur i ng hi gh t i de at  St ockyar d Poi nt .   
I t  i s cr i t i cal l y i mpor t ant  t hat  t he mi gr at or y bi r ds r each t hei r  
opt i mum body wei ght  because of  t hi s i ncr edi bl y l ong j our ney t hey 
under t ake each year .   I f  t hey ar e under wei ght  t hey may not  make 
t he ent i r e j our ney nor t h and t her ef or e not  br eed f or  t hat  
season.  
 
Dur i ng Januar y and t hr ough t o t he East er  hol i days we wi l l  be 
conduct i ng obser vat i on wor k t o det er mi ne any causes of  
di st ur bance t o t he bi r ds.   We ar e al so t al k i ng wi t h v i s i t or s t o 
t he ar ea t o di scover  why t hey l i ke t o come t o Jam Jer r up,  what  
t hey do when t hey ar e t her e and what  i nf or mat i on woul d be usef ul  
t o t hem about  t he nat ur al  val ues of  t he ar ea.  
 
The ai m of  t hi s pr oj ect  i s t o desi gn appr opr i at e educat i on and 
i nf or mat i on mat er i al s t o mi ni mi ze t he i mpact s t o shor ebi r ds.    We 
i nt end t o ai m t hi s pr oj ect  di r ect l y at  peopl e who al r eady use 
t he ar ea r at her  t han encour agi ng i ncr eased v i s i t at i on.   
 
As l ocal  r esi dent s or  hol i day home owner s you may al so be 
i nt er est ed i n cont r i but i ng t o t hi s pr oj ect .   Have you wat ched 
t he bi r ds f eedi ng al ong t he beach,  r oost i ng or  obser ved any 
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di st ur bance at  St ockyar d Poi nt ?  I f  you woul d l i ke t o be 
i nvol ved pl ease cont act  us.  
 
Cont act  Per son :  Mor agh Mackay,  By mai l  :   ‘ Ri ver bend’ ,  
Bass Hwy,  Bass 3991 
Emai l  :    mf m@nex. net . au 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


